
‘A lot of true active management 
got diluted’ 

When Artisan Partners was founded in 1994, the firm adopted a novel business model: a diverse selection 
of autonomous investment teams, each with its individual focus, specialization and investment 
philosophy, supported by a centralized operations capability. 

This model allowed each team to deliver what CEO Eric Colson believes active management should be 
about: ‘a highly differentiated strategy that brings a philosophy, an opinion, a judgement into a portfolio 
to outperform the index – as opposed to just giving you exposure.’ 
In this video interview, Colson discusses how Artisan avoided ‘the great delusion of active management’ 
that led to a proliferation of products, but a dilution of true active strategies, and how Artisan Partners 
plans to continue to differentiate itself into the future. 
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The CEO of Artisan Partners, Eric Colson, reflects on the lessons that the industry has 
and hasn’t learned, and what the future looks like for a pure active asset manager. 



This article represents the views of Patrick Cairns of Citywire South Africa and Eric Colson, CEO of Artisan Partners, as of the 
date of publication and those views and opinions presented are their own. Artisan Partners is not responsible for and cannot 
guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any statement in the discussion. Any forecasts contained herein are for illustrative 
purposes only and are not to be relied upon as advice or interpreted as a recommendation. This material is provided for 
informational purposes without regard to your particular investment needs. This material shall not be construed as investment 
or tax advice on which you may rely for your investment decisions. Investors should consult their financial and tax adviser 
before making investments in order to determine the appropriateness of any investment product discussed herein.
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